STATE OF INDIANA
)


IN THE NOBLE CIRCUIT COURT




) SS:

COUNTY OF
NOBLE 
)



IN RE:  ESTABLISHMENT OF
)

WEST LAKE CONSERVANCY
)
DISTRICT



)

CAUSE NO. _________________________

PETITION FOR THE CREATION OF THE

                                    WEST LAKE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

We, the undersigned, freeholders of Noble County, Indiana, and each and all of us being freeholders of the land included in the boundaries described in Paragraph II of this Petition, desire the establishment of a Conservancy District under and pursuant to “an Act Relating to Conservancy Districts,” being Chapter 308, Indiana Acts of 1957 as amended and supplemented from time to time; and currently codified at IC 14-33; and we hereby petition the Noble County Circuit Court of Noble County, Indiana, to order its establishment in accordance with the provisions of said Act, as amended and supplemented, according to the facts and provisions hereinafter set forth.  


I.
The name of the conservancy district shall be West Lakes Conservancy District. 
II.
The territory to be included lies generally in its entirety within the County of Noble, Indiana, as is more particularly described as follows:  

A parcel of real estate which is identified in Exhibit “A” which is attached hereto and made a part of this petition in its entirety.

III.
Said Conservancy District shall be established for the purposes of providing for flood prevention and control and improving drainage through implementation of strategies to maintain, repair pursuant to IC 14-33-1-1 but also for any purposes of: (1) Flood prevention and control; (2) Improving drainage; (3) Providing for irrigation; (4) Developing forests, wildlife areas, parks, and recreational facilities if feasible in connection with beneficial water management; (5) Preventing the loss of topsoil from injurious water erosion; (6) Storage of water for augmentation of stream flow; (7) Operation, maintenance, and improvement of: (A) a work of improvement for water based recreational purposes; or (B) other work of improvement that could have been built for any other purpose authorized by this section.


IV.
Specifically, the necessity and reasons for the establishment of the district are as follows: 

1. In channel-vegetation control to prevent flood and to support recreational use.
2. Maintain current streams using best practices and strategic plantings or trees.

3. Maintain access roads during flooding events. 

4. Education of benefits in participation in NFIP

5. Prevent loss of topsoil/erosion by maintaining and/or engineering ditches, natural and historical flood storage and/or retention areas.
6. Encourage preservation of forests and recreational areas.

7. Promote securing propane tanks.

8. Engage elected officials to support conservancy district efforts.

9. Operate water level control facilities.


V.
In addition to the above reasons, the establishment of the district will promote the general health, safety and welfare of the area as well as surrounding communities. 

VI.
The cost and damages of the district will be less than the beneficial value to the residents and territories involved. 

VII.
This Petition is not conditioned upon the award of any particular federal or state grant. 
VIII
All conditions attached to any federal and/or state aid are acknowledged to be acceptable to the individual property owners if and as required by the federal and/or state government as conditions of any grant award or participation in project funding. 

IX.
It is anticipated that maintenance and operation of any works of improvement constructed and operated by the proposed conservancy district will be funded by a combination of user charges as well as potential assessment of special benefit taxes and possible exceptional benefit taxes as such may be determined appropriate from time to time by the Board of Directors and which are consistent with the laws of the State of Indiana.  


X.
Seven (7) directors shall be appointed to serve on the Board of Directors. Representation on the board may be designated further by area or as otherwise established by the circuit court. After the initial appointment, the election shall be by those individuals legally entitled to vote. The qualifications for and length of terms of each director shall be determined by the law in effect at the time of the creation of the conservancy district and as such requirements may be amended from time to time. 

XI.
Upon creation of the conservancy district, the Noble County Superior Court will be asked to divide the conservancy district into subdistrict areas which must be equal to the number of members of the Board of Directors. 
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